Steps in Interpreting Scripture

Revelation -- the imparting of truth which cannot be known by reason -- 1 Cors. 2:9-14

Inspiration -- the process of recording the truth that has been revealed -- 2 Pet 1:20-21

Illumination -- the perceiving of the truth revealed as a result of the ministry of the Holy Spirit -- 1 Cors. 2:9-10,15-16

Interpreting
Invoke the aid of the Holy Spirit

Name the type of literature

Time of the writing, historical setting, etc.

Expand the text from seeing the seed to smelling the blossom

Reference the text to its context (A text out of context is a pretext)

Pray the passage 

Research the meaning of the key words

Expect to find the centerpiece -- Jesus, the Living Word

Translate the text in your own words

Interpret the unclear in the light of the clear 

Notice any figures of speech

Grammar is checked for special insights
Principles of Interpretation

(Hermeneutics) -- is defined in one dictionary as “the art of finding the meaning of an author’s words and phrases, and of explaining it to others.”

1. The Bible was not written to me but for me!

2. A text cannot mean what it never could have meant to its author or readers.

3. A text can have only one primary interpretation but many applications.

The Bible makes it clear that there is only one interpretation of Scripture. However, there can be many applications. It is the Holy Spirit Who guides us not only to the right interpretation of a passage but also to the precise application of Scripture to our daily lives. If our lives are in harmony with the Lord, we can expect the Holy Spirit to illuminate certain passages of Scripture for our personal application. When this happens, it is God giving us a “rhema” of Scripture.

In the New Testament, the Word of God is generally referred to by the Greek word logos. Jesus is identified as the Living Word (logos). However, there are many references that use the Greek word rhema to define the Word of God. A rhema is a precise direction of Scripture for a particular person or circumstance.

4. Whenever we share similar, specific life situations with the first century setting, God's word to us is the same as the word to them.

5. Interpret Scripture Christologically and not Just Literally, Common Sense Based or Based on a Man’s System of Theology

Jesus is the criterion by which all scripture is read. (Read Lk. 24:25-27;44; Jn. 1:45; 5:39; Acts 10:43;28:23,31) In other words, Jesus fulfills and interprets all the Bible for us. He said, in essence on that day in the synagogue, "I am going to fill up with meaning everything you read here. I am it. Without me in your life, this book is locked shut." Jesus full-fills OT expectation and the OT fills out our knowledge of Christ!

6. The Old Testament is interpreted by the New Testament.

The key to the O.T. is Christ in the N.T. The unfolding unity of scripture is from shadow to substance, from the natural to the spiritual, from the ritual to the reality. Racial Israel's primary mission was to present the Messiah to the world. In the birth of Jesus from the tribe of Judah, Israel fulfilled that mission exactly as God planned, even though as a whole the nation rejected their native Son!

Jesus fulfilled in His life, death, resurrection, ascension, and ongoing ever-presence in the person of the Holy Spirit, all the covenants of the O.T.! Jesus is the true Son of Abraham (Mt. 1:1) and believing in Him makes us children of Abraham (Gals. 3:29); Jesus kept the whole law for us, including its curses (Gals 4:4-5); He is our law, our sacrifice, our temple priest, and prophet. He is the Son of David and the Son of God who now sits as the eternal king upon the throne of David (Mt.1:1; Acts 2:29-35). The full theological meaning of the O.T. can be grasped only by those who believe that Jesus is the Messiah of Israel, that God’s covenant with the twelve tribes is fulfilled and completed – not postponed in Christ’s covenant with His twelve apostles. The Jewish nation of the old economy failed in many ways, but they didn’t fail in the main way, i.e., they brought forth the Messiah! The writers of the N.T. recognize Christ as the perfect fulfillment of God’s promises to the patriarchs and Israel: Acts 26:6-7, “And now it is because of my hope in what God has promised our fathers that I am on trial today. This is the promise our twelve tribes are hoping to see fulfilled as they earnestly serve God day and night. O king, it is because of this hope that the Jews are accusing me.” (NIV) Acts 13:32-33, "We tell you the good news: What God promised our fathers, he has fulfilled for us, their children, by raising up Jesus. As it is written in the second Psalm: "'You are my Son; today I have become your Father.'” Gal 3:29, “And if you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise.”

The first 39 books of the Bible are shadows that Predict the Son, (who is the cause of the shadows) is coming. In the gospels the reality of all the OT rituals, the substance of all its shadows, the fulfillment of all its types and pictures, comes fulfillment as they Present the SON! In the book of Acts Jesus is Proclaimed as Present in the Spirit. In the epistles, He is the Precious Possession of the saints (The Treasure and Pleasure of the Christian’s life – in Him are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge). In the Revelation, He is the Predominate Potentate who Controls the Destiny of all men and nations.

7. Spiritual Perception Over Intellectual Understanding

Scripture is to be approached by dependence upon the Holy Spirit for spiritual discernment rather than just an intellectual pursuit.  

The Bible isn’t a philosophical treatise, a systematic theology, a confession of faith, or a book of success formulas that reveals how to make it big in life. It is a book of stories that are designed not to just inform us about God, but to suck us into the story and involve us a never-ending love-relationship with the True and Living God. The written Word – the Bible, is designed to get us to the Living Word – Jesus. It’s designed to transform us and not just inform us; to stir our hearts and not provide us with a lot of charts; to satisfy our minds, fire our imaginations, fuel our emotions, kindle the flames of worship, and be a lamp of for our feet and a light for our path!

8. God’s Revelation Over Human Reasoning

In the final analysis, accurate Biblical interpretation is based on the revelation of Jesus Christ throughout the Scriptures.

9. Genuine Love Rather Than Justification of Selfishness

Since the Scriptures reveal the person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ, it also follows that the primary theme of the Bible is the love of God and how we are to live out His love in our daily words and actions.

When a clever lawyer tried to involve Jesus in a wordy battle, He began his forensic sparring with the question “Which is the greatest commandment?” The reply that Jesus gave is a profound principle for Biblical interpretation. All the Law and prophets are based on the command to love God with all of our hearts, souls, minds, and strength, and to love our neighbors as ourselves.

Therefore, we must interpret Scripture on the basis of how it teaches us to love God and to love others.

10. Maintaining the Unity of Scripture in the Light of its Great Diversity

The Bible is really one book with sixty-six chapters, (i.e. books). It isn’t two books, about two peoples, two plans, two ways of salvation, and two destinies, but one book with and one main story, one people of faith and grace and not a favored race, one plan, one way of salvation and one final destiny and all of this finds its fulfillment in ONE PERSON – THE LORD JESUS CHRIST!
What commenced as death in the First Adam culminates in life in the Last Adam. In the First Adam Paradise was lost (Gen 3:23), in the Last Adam – Jesus – Paradise is Regained (Rev 21:1); in the first part of the Story, Satan is victorious (Gen 3:1-7), in the final chapter, Satan is defeated forever (Rev. 12:10-11); in the first chapter a curse is pronounced (Gen 3:17) in the final chapter of the Story the curse is removed (Rev. 22:3); in the first chapter the gates to the Garden are shut (Gen 3:24) in the final chapter the Gates to God are forever opened (Rev 21:25); in the first chapter we see death descending and reigning (Gen 2:17) in the final chapter death is destroyed (Gen 21:4)
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